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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OH  WYMONDHAM 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957* 
The  introduction  which  follows  draws  attention  to  matters  of  particular 
interest  in  the  field  of  public  health  during  the  year  under  review. 


I.  Introduction 

(a)  Local  Health.  The  Health  of  the  district  continued  to  remain 
veiy  satisfactory ,  The  estimated  population  for  1957  was 
5,830.  The  birth  rate  was  lower  than  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  but  i?he  death  rate  compared  favourably  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period.  Communicable  diseases 
did  not  present  any  serious  problem. 

(b)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  The  immunisation  campaign  against 
paralytic  poliomyelitis  began  in  1956  when,  ov/ing  to  limited 
supplies  of  vaccine,  it  was  possible  to  immunise  no  more  than 
10/j  of  the  children  registered  for  vaccination.  In  1957 
there' was  'sufficient  vaccine  to  immunise  the  remaining  9 Oc/o 

of  registered  children.  Public  confidence  in  the  vaccine 
appears  to  have  been  established  early  in  1957  since  when  there 
has  been  a  continuous  demand  for  the  protection  which  this . 
vaccine  affords. 

(c)  A s ian  In f  1  uen za .  Some  apprehension  v/as  caused  by  the  prospect 
*  of  Asian  influenza  spreading  to  England  via  the  continent  of 

Europe  and  a  vaccine  was  prepared  in  advance  to  give  protection 
to  those  whose  need  was  greatest.  Fortunately  the  distribution 
and  severity  of  this  disease,  once  established  in  the  countiy, 
was  not  considerable. 

(d)  Tuberculosis  vaccination  (B.C.G.).  The  scheme  for  the 
protection  of  school-leavers  against  tuberculosis  by  means  cf 
the  B.C.C.  (bacillus  Calmette  Guerin)  vaccine  was  extended  to 
cover  the  senior  county  schools  in  Area  5»  This  vaccination 
is  also  offered  to  children,  who  have  not  acquired  protection, 
in  a  family  in  which  a  case  of  tuberculosis  occurs.  The 
appearance  of  the  immunising  needle  is  rapidly  becoming  a  normal 
feature  in  the  life  of  a  child;  but  the  child  takes  the 
mystery  of  modern  science  most  philosophically.  At 

Long  Stratton  a  wide-eyed  five-year-old  girl  chatting  to  the 
doctor  who  was  about  to  give  her  a  first  "polio"  injection 
pointed  to  a  small  scar  on  her  arm  and  said,  "Not  in  here, 
please  doctor,  that’s  where  I  have  my  B.B.C."  (Perhaps  she 
might  tell  you  that  her  "B.B.C"  protects  her  against  "T.V."l) 
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(e)  Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies.  Fluoridation  of  water  supplies 
has  been  called  the  major  public  health  issue  of  this  decade. 

It  is  a  subject  which  has  aroused  far  greater  passions  than  the 
controversies  over  smoking  and  lung  cancer  or  the  safety  of 
the  poliomyelitis  vaccines  one  line  of  attack  is  that 
"mass  medication  is  immoral";  fluoride  is  "a  poison"  and  its 


use  "unethical'' ,  Councillors,  we  are  told,  have  been  hooted 
at  in  the  streets  anc"  lost  their  scats  over  the  fluoridation 
issue;  public  health  officials  have  been  accused  of  using 
fluoridation  to  seise  more  power  and  of  not  being  at  all 
interested  in  children’s,  teeth,  ‘The  controversy  rose  to 
fever-pitch  in  certain  areas  when  the  Government  decided  in 
1955  to  introduce  four  demonstration  pilot  schemes  in  the 
United  Kingdom  i0e,  at  Andover ,  Watford,  Kilmarnock  and 
Anglesey#  With  the  exception  of  Andover,  these  projects 
are  continuing  to  operate  in  spite  of  strong  opposition 
particularly  from  Ant  i~  Fluor:  da  vi  on  Committees,  This  is 
the  position  in  spite  of  the  pronouncements  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  the  British  Dental  Association,  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  the  Medical  Research  Council  and 
the  World  Health  Organisation.  All  of  these  have  spoken  in 
favour  of  fluoridation,  declaring  it  to  be  beneficial  and 
absolutely  safe. 

Of  considerable  interest  is  the  fact  that  the  Andover 
Anti- Fluoride  Association  had  a  writ  served  on  the  borough 
council  for  an  action  to  be  heard  in  the  High  Court  which 
sought  to  establish  that  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  the  town’s 
water  supply  was  "ultro  vires",  contrary  to  the  law,  and  of  no 
effect.  However,  Andover  borough  council  has  no w  adopted 
its  public  health  committee's  recommendation  to  stop  the 
addition  of  sodium  fluoride  to  the  town’s  water  supply 
immediately  -  two  years  after  the  project  T/as  begun.  It  may 
be  presumed  that  the  high  pressure  propoganda  of  the 
opponents  of  fluoridation  has  had  its  effect  in  and  outside 
the  council. 

As  we  await  the  outcome  of  the  fluoride  battle  there 
is  interest  in  contemplating  the  fact  that  the  widespread 
practice  of  purifying  water  with  chlorine  or,  simpler  still, 
the  habit  of  putting  salt  in  the  soup  might  very  well  be 
classed  as  "unethical"  or  "Immoral"  by  those  who  are  ardent 
anti-fluoridationists ;  for  both  these  beneficial  additions 
to  diet  will,  if  taken  in  excess,  produce  the  direst 
consequences.  The  fact  remains  that  at  the  present  time 
thirty  million  people  in  the  United  States  and  half -a-mill ion 
people  in  Canada  are  now  consuming  water  to  which  flurride 
has  been  added  and  fluoridation  has  been  introduced  in 
Australia,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,,  Germany,  Holland, 
Japan,  Hew  Zealand,  Singapore,  and  Sweden, 

Meanwhile  the  water  supply  of  the  Biss  area  flows  fully 
medicated  (l  part  per  million)  with  natural  fluoride  without 
a  mum  nr  of  protest, 

(f )  Some  Facts  about  Lung  Cancer. 

1.  In  1955  the  incidence  of  lung  cancer  ih  the  United  Kingdom 
was  double  that  for  194 5-’ 

2.  There  is  a  steady  increase  cf  lung  cancer  deaths  of 
approximately  1000  per  year, 

*  <  v, • , 

3.  Among  males  1  in  18  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer. 

4.  Among  females  y  in  103  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer. 

The  rate  is  new  rising  steadily. 

•  » 

5.  Among  non-smokers  1  in  3^0  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer, 

6.  Among  heavy  smokers  1  in  8  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer. 

7.  Cancer  of  the  lung  is  commoner  in  towns  than  in  the 
country  in  both  smokers  and  non -smokers. 
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8*  The  incidence  of  lung  cancer  is  twice  as  great  in 
London  as  in  the  count ry.  Non-smokers  in  Liverpool 
show  eight  times  the  incidence  of  non-smokers  in  the 
country. 

9.  Mortality  is  lower  among  those  who  give  up  smoking. 

10.  In  Wymondham  District  (pop.  5?830)  the  yearly  average 
of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  over  the  past  five  years  is 
1.6.  All  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  males. 

There  were  no  recorded  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in 

1957, 


(g)  The  C  are  of  the  Aged*  At  the  present  time  the  proportion  of 
those  aged  65  and  over  in  the  population  of  England  and  Wales 
is  1  in  9*  in  the  rural,  areas  of  Norfolk  the  proportion  of 
those  aged  65  and  over  is  no  more  than  1  in  8.  At  the  start 
of  the  present  century  only  1  in  21  of  the  population  was  in 
this  older  age  group.  95a5  °f  old  people  live  at  home. 

The  first  aim  of  Local  Authorities  is  to  keep  them  at  home  and 
make  their  lives  reasonahly  hajjpy  hy  the  provision  of  welfare 
services,  the  formation  and  encouragement  of  Old  Peoples  Clubs, 
and  most  important  of  all,  the  provision  of  specialised  housing 
sited  in  the  right  place.  The  grouped  dwellings  scheme,  with 
warden’s  house  incorporated,  continues  to  prove,  when  properly 
planned  and  managed,  the  ideal  answer.  When,  however, 
residential  accommodation  becomes  necessary  for  those  in  need 
of  care  and  attention  this  is  provided  in  a  County  home  and 
for  a  hospital  case  a  hed  is  provided  by  the  Geriatric  Service 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  A  Consultant  Physician  in 
Geriatrics  (care  of  the  aged)  was  appointed  in  1955 > 
consequently,  during  recent  years,  the  provision  of  bed 
accommodation  for  the  elderly  sick  has  been  thoroughly 
organised  and  extended s  West  Norwich  Hospital  provides  a 
geriatric  Unit  for  active  treatment  and  Wicklewood, 

Whitlingham  and  Dereham  provide  chronic  sick  annexes  for 
those  requiring  permanent  hospital  nursing.  A  similar 
unit  is  based  at  Northgate  Hospital,  Gt. Yarmouth,  and  this 
is  undergoing  re-organisation  at  the  present  time. 

(h)  Infant  Deaths.  The  infant  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
has  steadily  declined  year  by  year.  It  is  now  25  per  1000, 
live  births.  Further  improvement  is  still  possible  judging 
by  the  rates  in  certain  other  countries  °9  for  example, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  Netherlands  and  Sweden  all  have  rates 
lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales.  For  purposes  of 
comparison  the  1956  rates  of  certain  countries  are  shown  as 
follows  (all  are  declining) 2 


England  and  Wales 

24 

U.S.A, 

26 

Italy 

48 

Australia 

22 

Germany  (Fed . Republ ic  ) 

■58 

New  Zealand 

19 

Irish  Republic 

56 

The  Netherlands 

19 

France 

56 

Sweden 

17 

(i)  Perinatal  Deaths.  In  195 6  in  England  and  Wales  there  were 
18,500  still  births  and  11,500  deaths  in  the  first  week  of 
life.  These  two  figures  added  together  constitute  the 
"perinatal  deaths",  and  work  out  at  approximately  50,000. 
The  main  interest  of  this  figure  is  that  it  does  not  fall 
much  from  year  to  year.  For  this  reason  the  National 
Birthday  Trust  Fund  has  set  up  a  Committee  which  has 
organised  a  nation  wide  survey  in  order  to  obtain 
information  which  should  throw  light  on  the  cause 
of  the  perinatal  mortality.  For  the  purposes 
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of  this  survey  all  still  births  and  deaths  of  infants  under 
the  age  of  28  days  are  being  investigated  over  a  given 
period  of  time. 


II.  Administration. 


Mr.'  R .  F*  Hud  son  ,  G.R.  8.1. ,  M.S.I.A.,  continued  duty  as 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  throughout  the  year.  He 
was  assisted  by  Mr.D.E.Coldbam  who  resigned  in  April. 

Mr. C oldham  was-  succeeded  by  Mr. D .C. Thompson  in  November. 

Clerical  assistance  for  your  Medical  Officer  is  carried  out 
by  the  Senior  Clerk  and  staff  at  the  Local  Health  Office,  Norwich. 


III.  Vital  Statistics. 

(a)  Populat ion . 

The-  Registrar  General  estimates  the  1957  population  of  Wymondham 
at  5?830?  the  same  as  the  estimated  figure  for  1956. 

(b)  Births . 

There  were  68  live  births  recorded  during  the  year; 

58  boys  and  50  girls.  In  1956  there  were  69  births.  The 
crude  birth  rate  was.,  therefore,  lie 7  peu  1000  of  the  resident 
population  compared  with  Hr. 8  in  1956« 

(c)  Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  57  and  the  crude  death 
rate  was,  therefore,  9«8  compared  with  8.6  in  1956.  56  deaths 

were  caused  by  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system;  there 
were  7  deaths  from  cancer  (none  from  lung  cancer).  There  were  no 
deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents,  one- death  from "o the r accidents" 
and  one  case  of  suicide. 

(d)  Comparability  Fhetorc 


The  comparability  factor  makes  an  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  cf  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 
Allowing  for  this  fa.ctcr  the  adjusted  birth  rate  for  Wymondham 
District  thus 
Wales  and  the 
Wales. 


becomes 


12. 


r 

T 


rmpared  with 


i  c.  i 
J  DeJ. 


for  England  and 


death  rate  8.9  compared  with  11. 5  for  England  and 


(e)  Infant Mortality . 


There  were  three  infant  deaths.  Two  of  these  were  the 
result  of  congenital  malf ormations  and  one  caused  by  birth  injury. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
per  1000  live  births)  was ,  therefore,  44*2.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1957  was  25.0  (a  new  low  record). 

(f )  Expectation  of  Life  (England  and  Wales).  ’  ........ 

The  following  tables  shows  the  average  expectation  of.  life  of 
the  new  bom  child  for  different  periods  since  I84I.  There  has 
been  little  change  in  the  position  in  the  past  few  years. 


Expectation  of  Life  at  Birth 


Year 

Male 

Female  , 

I841 

40 

42 

1871-80 

41 

45  ,  j 

1910-12 

52 

55 

1930-32 

59 

63 

j  1953 

67 

72 

1954 

68' 

73 

1955 

68 

73 

1956 

i 

68 

73 

1 

IV..  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

-------  -  -  -  -  -  -----  |  |  -  -  i  ---  --  .  .  ■  m  ■ 

(a)  178  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  by  general 
practitioners  during  1957*  Measles  accounted  for  141  of  these 
notifications  and  26  were  ¥/hooping  cough. 

(b)  Diphtheria. 

The  position  with  regard  to  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales 
is  illustrated  as  follows s~ 


Year 

1 

Cases 

D  eaths 

;  Annual  Average 

1933/1942 

55,125 

2,783 

| .  1949 

1,890 

84 

1953 

266 

23 

,  1955 

155 

13 

t  1956 

53 

8 

Although  immunisation  work  increased  during  the  year 
(additional  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis  vaccination)  diphtheria 
immunisation  was  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level.  In  Area  5 
(Districts  of  Piss,  Depwade,  Loddon  and  Wymondham)  1,350 
immunisations  were  carried  out.  In  1956  1,610  immunisations  were 

completed.  The  1957  figures  included  447  children  under  five 
years  of  age  (347  under  one  year).  Considering  the  births  of 
the  Area  (533  births)  this  immunisation  iate  is  reasonably 
good.  773  booster  doses  were  given  to  school  children. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis . 

No  cases  were  recorded  in  Wymondham  District  in  1957* 

In  1956  there  ?/ere  3,200  notified  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
in  England  and  Wales  with  137  deaths. 

Vaccination  of  those  children  registered  in  1956  was  continued 
early  in  the  year 5  all  those  registered  in  Area  5  were  vaccinated 
with  the  exception  of  those  whose  parents  withdrew  consent,  some 
who  had  left  the  district  and  others  for  medical  reasons. 

In  May  registration  was  extended  to  children  bom  in  1955  and 
1956  and  later  extended  in  December  to  children  aged  6  months  to 
15  years,  expectant  mothers,  medical  practitioners  and  their 
households,  ambulance  and  hospital  staff.  Limited  supplies  of 
vaccine  did  not  permit  vaccination  of  any  of  the  new  registrations 
during  the  year.  These  vaccinations  are  being  carried  out  in 
1958  and  a  full  report  on  this  extensive  vaccination  programme 
must  await  the  Annual  Report  for  1958.  Particulars  of 
vaccinations  carried  out  in  1956  and  1957  are  shown  in  Table  18 
in  the  statistical  section  appended  to  this  report. 
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(d)  Scarlet  Fever. 

Four  cases  were  notified  and  these  were  of  the  nild  type 
characteristic  of  present  day  infections'* 

(e)  Dysentery, 

Only  one  case  of  the  familiar  Sonne  type  dysentery  was 
notified.  The  usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  spread 
of  infection, 

(f)  Food  Poisoning. 

Three  isolated  cases  of  infection  with  Salmonella  typhimurium 
were  notified.  All  necessaiy  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
spread  of  infection. 

(g)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

50  children  in  the  age  group  0-4  years  in  Wymondham  district 
were  given  primaiy  vaccinations,  most  of  these  infants  being  in 
the  first  year  of  life.  This  is  a  satisfactory  standard  when 
compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (38/°) 
and  considering  the  fact  that  there  were  68  births  in  the  district, 
i.e.  a  vaccination  rate  of  73/^* 

(h)  Tuberculosis , 


Two  new  cases  were  notified.  The  important  measures  in  the 
control  of  tuberculosis  are  isolation  and  treatment  of  the 
infectious  person  and  the  examination  of  his  contacts.  Skin 
testing  for  "positive  reactors"  and  mass  radiography  are  the 
methods  in  general  use  for  case  finding. 

Children  of  school  leaving  age  are  particularly  vulnerable 
to  tubercular  infection  particularly  those  who  leave  rural  life  to 
work  in  factories  and  offices  in  the  cities.  For  this  reason 
the  vaccination  of  school-leavers  against  tuberculosis  (B.C.G.) 
was  extended  in  1957  to  cover  all  senior  schools  in  Area  5» 

Only  those  children  who  as  the  result  of  a  skin  test  show  insufficient 
immunity  to  tuberculosis  are  vaccinated.  These  are  the  "negative 
reactors".  The  "positive  reactors"  are  those  whose  skin  test 
shows  that  they  have  been  in  contact  with  the  disease.  Such 
children  and  their  relatives  are  invited  to  have  a  chest  X-ray. 

Results  at  Wymondham  Secondary  Modem  School  were  as  follows  s- 

ITumber  examined  94  Number  vaccinated  51 

Positive  reactors  30  Number  of  positive  reactors.1  gg 

and  relatives  X-rayed. 

No  active  cases  were  detected  amongst  the  children  but  one 
relative  is  being  kept  under  observation. 


V.  Cancer. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year.  There 
were  no  lung  cancer  deaths  recorded* 

Your  Council  ha6  approved  the  recommendation  by  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  regarding  the  question 
of  smoking  and  lung  cancer  which  is  as  follows? 

"(i)  that  the  Council's  medical,  nursing  and  health 
visiting  staff,  shall  include  in  normal  health 
education  programmes,  reference  to  smoking,  particularly 
heavy  smoking,  in  relation  to  health  in  general  and 
cancer  in  particular,  without  undue  over-emphasis j 
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*(ii)  that  it  is  most  important  to  ensure,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  young  people  do  not  acquire  the  smoking 
habit,  In  this  connection  an  approach  has  been  made  to 
the  Chief  Education  Officer  with  a  view  to  the  teaching 
staff  issuing  the  necessaiy  advico  to  school  leavers.” 


VI.  Housing. 

financial  restrictions  imposed  on  new  building  schemes 
slowed  up  construction  of  Council  houses.  However,  18  housing 
units  were  completed  during  the  year.  In  addition  8  dwellings 
were  erected  by  private  enterprise.  The  scheme  for  grouped 
houses  for  old  people  at  Standley  Court  continued  to  prove 
successful.  Satisfactory  progress  v/as  made  during  the  year  in 
dealing  with  unfit  houses  as  required  by  the  Ministry  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954* 

Full  information  regarding  ’'Housing”  is  included  in  the 
Public  Health  Inspector's  report  (appended). 


VII.  Water  Supplies. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  tests  of  the  main  ?;ater  supply 
from  High  Oak  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results  throughout 
the  year.  Water  mains  were  extended  to  incorporate  Morley, 
Suton  and  Spooner  Row. 


VIII.  Sewa ge  Disposal. 

Action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  obtain  Ministerial 
consent  for  extension  to  the  plant  at  Chapel  Bell.  This  is  a 
matter  of  some  urgency  as  the  plant  is  heavily  overloaded. 

IX.  Health  Education. 

The  Obvious  Overlooked 

Mothers  who  are  asked,  "Why  are  you  having  your  child 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis?"  usually  say,  "To  protect  my 
child  from  a  horrible  disease.”  They  can't  think  of  a  second 
good  reason.  Today  most  people  realise  that  disease-causing 
germs  do  not  arise  spontaneously  in  the  air,  drains  or  dusts 
they  usually  travel  directly  or  indirectly  from  man  to  man. 
Consequently  the  fewer  the  cases  the  less  the  spread.  The 
diphtheria  immunisation  rate  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  well  below 
the  ideal  standard  yet  the  disease  has  been  almost  eliminated  as 
a  result  of  mass  immunisation.  It  is  the  action  of  thoughtful 
unselfish  parents  that  has  brought  about  a  position  where 
thousands  of  lives  have  been  saved  and  the  health  of  many  thousands 
preserved.  The  opponents  of  mass  immunisation  must  themselves 
have  benefitted  considerably  from  successful  communal  efforts  to 
eliminate  disease. 

The  second  reason  a  mother  can  give  is  that  her  child  once 
protected  by  vaccination  is  most  unlikely  to  become  the  source  of 
a  spreading  infection  that  can  wreck  the  lives  of  others. 

X.  In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  support  and  encouragement  and  for  the  efficient  help 
given  me  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Council  staff,  and 

by  the  Clerical  staff  at  the  Health  Office,  Norwich, 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr, Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


WYMONDHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Table  1.  'GENERA. L  STATISTICS 


\  Area  (in  acres ) 
Estimated  Resident 
;  Rateable  Value, 
j  Sum  represented  by 

i  10,950 

Population.  1  5,830 

£43,189 

a  Penny  Rate.j  £177 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

j 

Total 

Legitimate 

3S 

} 

28 

66 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

-  •  Totals 

38 

30 

68 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident 

Population. 

■  Wymondham  Urban  District 

11.7 

0 

Area  5  . . . 

o  •  © 

13  ®  3 

STILL  BIRTHS 

u 

Males 

l  .  ■  -  ■  r  ,  ... 

Females 

Total 

i 

Legitimate 

1 

Illegitimate 

.  . .  . . 

- 

- 

Totals 

i  i 

- 

1  i 

» 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births s 

Wymondham  Urban  District  ...  14*5 

Area  5  .  <» .  « . .  ...  22.0 

Table  4.  DEATHS  (All  ares) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

!  1 

29 

t 

28 

57 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident 

Population. 

Wymondham  Urban  District  ...  9*8 

Area  5  ...  ...  ...  11.1 

Table  5*  INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year) 


|  Legitimate 
j  Illegitimate 

Totals 


i 


i 


* 

■ 

1 


Total 


i 

3 


3 


Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births? 

Wymondham  Urban  District  ...  44*1 

Area  5  . . .  ...  ...  15-0 


(Area  5  comprises  Depwade  &  Loddon  R.D's.  and  Diss  &  Wymondham  U.D's.) 


Table  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  OITE  YEAR  -  Wymondharn  U.D 


C  aus  e 

1  ■  ■  " . . . T  ■  ■  '  1 

Male  |  Female  !  Total 

!  i 

Congenital  malformations  &  birth  injuries. 

•- -  -  h ■  •  1  i 

|  • 

1  3 

i 

■ 

3 

_ 1 

Table  7*  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar-General)  -  Wymondharn  U.D, 


Cause 

i 

Male 

Female 

Total  i 

■ 

| 

;  1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

1 

I 

2.  Tuberculosis 5  other. 

| 

— 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease. 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

j  5.  Whooping  Cough o 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infect ions. 

- 

- 

mm 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

" 

- 

- 

8.  Measles. 

- 

- 

9»  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

- 

- 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

- 

- 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

1 

1 

14*  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

4 

1 

5 

i  15*  Leukemia,  Aleukemia. 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes. 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

2 

•8 

10 

j  18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

4 

3 

7 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

- 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  diseases. 

9 

6 

15 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

3 

- 

3 

22.  Influenza. 

■ 

— 

— 

j  23 .  Pneumonia, 

1 

1 

2 

24.  Bronchitis, 

p 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

- 

- 

1  26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

- 

- 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

-  i 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

1 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

- 

2 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

4 

4 

33 •  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

— 

34*  All  other  accidents. 

l 

— 

1 

35.  Suicide. 

1 

— 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

- 

- 

j 

Totals 

29 

28 

, 

57  | 

Table  8 .  NOT IFICAT IONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 

(According-  to  Age  Groups) 


Wymondham  U.D 


Males 


.Females 


Total 


Under 
1  and 
5 

10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 

100  and 


1  year 
under  5 
10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 
100 

over 


Total 


1 

4 

4 

T6 

3 


29 


3 


1 


1 

4 

6 

9 

4 


28 


3 


1 


2 

8. 

10 

25 

7 

1 


57 


Table  9.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  ARP  DEATH  RATES 


• 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

j  1957 

Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

.  Y/ymondham  U.D, 

Area  5* 

England  &  Wales  (Provisional) 

(97) 

17*2 

14-9 

15.8 

(80) 

14.1 

15.4 

15.5 

(80) 

14.2 

15.6 

15.3 

(90) 

15.8 

14.3 

15.5 

(56) 

9.7 

13.4 

15.2 

(87) 

15.0 

14.3 

15.0 

(69) 

1  11.8 
114.2 
15-7 

(68) 

11.7 

13.3 

16.1 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

total  births ) 

(4) 

(5) 

(1B1) 

(1) 

! 

I 

(Ml) 

(2) 

:  (2) 

(1) 

Wymondham  U.D. 

.39-6 

58.8 

0.0 

!  10.9 

0.0 

22.4 

28.2 

14.5 

Area  5* 

23.0 

26.8 

28.0 

17.1 

26.0 

20.8 

23.7 

22.0  j 

England  &  Y\Tales  (Provisional) 

(Not 
.  -Publ- 

Lshed) 

22.6 

22.4 

24.0 

23.1 

23.0 

22.4 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop) 

(62) 

(84) 

(81) 

(65) 

(57) 

(75) 

(50) 

(57) 

Wymondham  U.D. 

11.0 

14.8 

14.4 

11.4 

9.9 

13.0 

8.6 

9.8 

Area  5* 

12.1 

14.0 

12.6 

10.9 

11.6 

11.8 

11.4 

11.1 

England  &  Wales  (Provisional) 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 

11.4 

1  11.3 

11.7 

11.7 

11.5 

i 

Infant  Mortality  (per 

1,000  live  births) 

(i) 

(4) 



(1) 

(2) 

(Ha.) 

• 

(1) 

(1)  i 

(3) 

•  Wymondham  U.D. 

10.3 

50.0 

1 

12.5 

22.2 

i  0.0 

11.4 

14.5 

44.1 

Area  5* 

14.5 

27.5 

28.8 

34.8 

7.1 119.0 
25.5 1 24.9 

20.8 

15.0 

England  &  Wales  (Provisional) 

1  29.8- 

i 

j 

29.6 

27.0 ! 

26.8 

23.8 

3 

23.0 

' 

j 

NQTEs  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Wymondham  U.D 


Table  10.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECT IOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

(ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS)  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


Under 

1 

1-4 

yrs 

5-14 

yrs 

15-24 

yrs 

Over 

25 

! 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever. 

, , 

2 

*  1 

i 

_ 

4 

Measles . 

6 

43 

89 

1 

2 

141 

Whooping  Cough. 

2 

4 

20 

- 

- 

2  6 

Pneumonia . 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Erysipelas. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Dy  s  en t  ery  ( S onne' ) . 

i 

- 

- 

i 

1 

Food  Poisoning. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals 

8  ! 

49 

111 

3 

7 

178 

Table  11.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

V/ymondham  U.D. 


i 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Measles . 

Y/hooping  Cough. 
Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas . 

Dysentery  (Sonne). 

Food  Poisoning. 

Quarters 

1 

m , ,  1 

1st 

2nd 

3rd  |  4‘fch 

Total 

. 

17 

2 

1 

1 

126 

9 

14 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

141 

26 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

19  '  136 

t 

17 

6 

178 

Table  12.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIONS  DISEASES  (  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  IAST  FIVE  YEARS-  -  Wymondham  U.D. 


1 

1 

'  1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever. 

9 

2 

,  , 

2 

4 

Measles. 

12 

314 

1 

3 

141 

Whooping  Cough. 

70 

49 

4 

- 

26 

Pneumonia . 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Infective  Jaundice. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Erysipelas. 

- 

1 

- 

■  - 

2 

Dysentery  (Sonne). 

- 

4 

66 

31 

1 

Food  Poisoning. 

- 

2 

- 

l 

3 

Pu  er p  eral  Pyr  ex  ia . 

l 

2 

- 

- 

-  1 

Psittacosis . 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic), 

2 

2 

- 

-  -i 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic). 

- 

mm 

3 

- 

- 

Y/eils  Disease. 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

l 

Totals 

109 

378 

77 

40 

178 

# 


I 


Table  13.  TUBERCULOSIS  (DETAILS  OF  ,MT  GASES  DURING  1937) 

(Wymondham  U.D,-) 


Ag'e  Period 

0-4 

5-14 

15-22 

•23-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65  and  over 

Pulmonaiy 

Ron-Pulmonary 

■  - . , 

M 

F 

M 

I 

- 

- 

1 

n  i 

- 

-  ! 
_ 

j 

Totals 

1 

1 

j 

Table  14.  TUBERCULOSIS  (NUMBER  OF  CASES  OR  T.B,  REGISTER  AS  AT  31.12.37) 

( Wymondham  U.D.) 


Pulmonary 

Rop-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total  ! 

i 

16 

5 

11 

10 

27 

15  ; 

Total 

21 

21 

42  j 

Table  .1 5 .  RETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  IAST’  FIVE  YEARS 

(Wymondham  U.D.) 


•  1 

1953 

1954 

1955 1 1956 

1957 

Pulmonary 

; 

Male 

- 

mm 

1  1  3 

1 

Female 

1 

1 

1  !  - 

1 

Ron-Pulmonary 

- 

Male 

- 

- 

-  j  - 

: 

Female  ' 

1 

1  • 

-  | 

Total 

2 

2 

2  ;  3 

2 

Area  5  Total 

f  .....  - 

!  24 

23 

13  i  17 

18 

Table  16.  DIPHTHERIA  BIvTUNISATIOR 


The  following  is  the  number  of  notifications  of  primary 
and  booster  injections  received  during  the  last  seven  years 
in  respect  of  Area  5» 


i  ; 

Primary  Injections 

Booster  Injections 

1 

Under 

Total 

Age 

Under 

Age 

Total  j 

1 

Under 

5 

5-14 

5 

5-14 

.  .  . 

.  1957 

347 

447 

76 

54 

773 

1,350 

1956 

390 

523 

139 

62 

886 

1,610 

1955 

283 

463 

86 

45 

251 

845 

1954 

237- 

486 

171 

26 

983 

1,666 

1953 

•— 

493 

392 

36 

1,855 

2,776 

1952 

M 

371 

95 

15 

598 

1,070 

1951 

1 

46O 

70 

9 

! 

178 

717 

Table  17 .  VACC  INAT10::  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 
during  the  years  1953  to  1957  resident  in  the  District  and 
Area  5?  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Wymondham  U.D 

• 

1 

L 

Area  5 

1953 

11954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Number  of  live 

births 

registered. 

90 

■ 

56 

i  * 

87 

6  9 

68 

574 

560 

577 

576 

553 

Number  of 
vaccinations 

1  recorded 
i  (0-4  years) 

1 

44 

i 

!  57 

! 

44 

78 

50 

391 

375 

■ 

361 

■ 

500 

410 

Percentage 

vaccinated 

48 

r 

!  ..  . 

|  100 

f  %  , 

1 

50 

100 

73 

68 

67 

• 

62 

87 

77  i 

1 

Table  18.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 


District 

! 

\  .  .  . 

Eligible  for 
Vaccination  (i.e. 
Births  1947-1954) 

Accepted 

^ 

/° 

Accepted 

Vadcin- 

ated. 

1956 

Vaccin¬ 

ated. 

1957 

}  Diss  U.D . 

408 

105 

25 

11 

87 

Wymondham  U.D. 

691 

172 

■25 

26 

134 

!  Depwade  R.D. 

2,263 

713 

31 

59 

615 

Loddon  R.D, 

1 

l?5ll 

585  i 

39 

70 

480 

I  Total  Area  5» 

* 

4,873  j  1,575 

32 

166 

1,316 

Table  19.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  -  Wynondham  U.D. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Number  of  Deaths. 

13 

10 

15 

14 

8 

15 

13 

4 

7 

Percentage  of  total 
deaths. 

I8.3 

16.1 

17.8 

17.2  : 

...  i 

12.5 

<1 

26.3 

17.3 

8.0 

12.3 

Table  20.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  -  Area  8. 


Number  of  deaths , 
Percentage  of  total 
deaths • 


1949 

1950 

1951  j 1952 

1953 

1954 

.  .  1 

1955 

82 

84 

86  !  82 

74 

vr 

73 

j  16.8 

i 

17.3 

15.3 1 16.3 
l 

16.9 

18.5 

15.2 

1956  ,  1957  ! 


65 

14.0 


55  i 


12.4  s 


Table  21.  CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  LAST  SEVEN  YEARS  -  Wynondham  U.D. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cane er 
of 

Lung 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 
• ' Cancer 
Deaths 

Cancer 
!  of 

Lung 

1951 

46 

6 

1 

38 

9 

1 

195-2 

•44 

9 

•37 

5 

- 

1953 

34 

6 

31 

3 

- 

1954 

29 

8 

2 

28 

7 

- 

1955 

31 

4 

3 

44 

9 

- 

1956 

25 

4 

3 

25 

- 

- 

1957- 

29 

4 

-  -  .   j 

28 

.  3 

- 

;  Totals 

238 

41 

9 

231 

36 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ^NNU^L  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Uymondham  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  ..nnual  Report  as  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year 
ended  31st.  December,  1957* 

STwFF. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  holds  in  addition  the  appointments  of  Highway 
Surveyor,  Building  Surveyor  and  Petroleum  Inspector.  Mr.D. E. Coldham,  assistant 
Public  wealth  Inspector,  left  the  service  of  the  Council  to  take  up  another 
appointment  on  the  30th.  April,  1957.  the  Council  was  unable  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  qualified  Public  Health  Inspector  to  take  Mr.  Coldham* s  place 
and  it  was  finally  decided  to  appoint  an  unqualified  assistant.  Mr.D.  C.  Thompson 
secured  the  post  and  commenced  his  duties  on  the  11th.  November,  1957*  It  is 
his  intention  to  enrol  as  a  student  Public  Health  Inspector  at  a  course 
proposed  to  be  held  at  the  Norwich  City  Technical  College  in  1958.  In  addition 
to  the  student  assistant  your  Public  Health  Inspector  has  the  services  of  a 
male  clerk. 


HOUSING. 

Slum  Clearance. 

During  the  year  under  review  14  families,  comprising  39  persons,  were 
displaced  from  unfit  houses  and  re-housed. 

In  February,  1957,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed 
a  compulsory  purchase  order  in  respect  of  tv/o  cottages  in  Pople  Street  which  had 
been  dealt  with  as  a  Clearance  -rea  in  June,  195&.  Your  Architect  prepared  plans 
for  the  erection  of  a  terrace  of  five  single  bedroom  bungalows  on  this  site  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  the  building  of  the  same  was  nearing  completion. 

The  general  economic  situation  affected  the  Council's  progress  with  further 
slum  clearance  and  action  was  limited  to  8  Demolition  Orders  and  2  Closing  Orders 
made  up  as  follows 


Demolition  Order. 

3  houses,  Skippers  Row. 

5  houses,  Oldfields  Row. 


Date  of  Order. 

24th.  September,  1957* 
24th.  September,  1957. 


Closing  Orders. 


Date  of  Order. 


1  house,  Damgate  Street.  (King). 

1  house,  Hill  Road,  Spooner  Row. 

(Beales) . 


8th.  January,  1957* 
24^h.  September,  1957. 


Proceedings  under  the  Housing  wet,  1938,  and  miscellaneous  Provisions  x.ryfc ,_195 A 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  owners  and  accepted  by  Council 
to  carry  out  works  to  make  houses  fit  for  habitation..  ...  Nil. 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ... 

Number  of  Closing  orders  made.  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  . . . 

Number  of  houses  demolished...  ...  ... 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  wet «  193&. 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ... 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 


8. 


2. 


Nil. 


10. 


Nil. 

Nil. 


Informal  proceedings  under  Housing  and  Public  Piealth  nets. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ... 


32. 


32. 


Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


The  following  inprovements  and  repairs  have  been  carrieu  out  after  informal 


action 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • •  2. 

Roofs  repaired^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15. 

Chimneys  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  7. 

./all  plaster  repaired.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4. 

Laves  gutters  overhauled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3* 

windows  and  doors  repaired  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  4. 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1. 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3* 

Closets  repaired  or  renewed. . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  6. 

Drains  cleansed  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1. 

New  dust  bins  provided.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8. 

Small  general  items  of  repair.  ...  ...  ...  ...  11. 


housing  Repairs  and  Rents  -ct. 

In  this  district  the  above  .  ct  appears  to  have  made  very  little  difference 
to  the  attitude  of  owners  of  property  with  regard  to  the  repair  of  their  property. 
Only  7  cases  have  come  to  my  knowledge  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  as  a 
result  of  the  operation  of  the  ...ct. 

New  liousin g  Progress . 

During  the  year  29  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied,  21  built  by  the 
Council  and  8  by  private  enterprise. 

The  position  with  regard  to  post-war  housing  at  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review  was  thar  a  grand  total  of  454  units  of  habitation  had  been  completed  and 
occupied,  15  temporary  and  329  permanent  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  and  110 
by  private  enterprise.  The  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  are  made  up  as 
follows 

11  four  bedroom  houses. 

158  three  bedroom  houses  (including  warden's  house). 

30  two  bedroom  flats)  . 

zn  it  n-i  1  \  m  Duplex  houses. 

30  one  bedroom  flats;  ^ 

20  two  bedroom  flats. 

4  one  bedroom  flats. 

49  two  bedroom  bungalows. 

19  one  bedroom  bungalows. 

15  two  bedroom  temporary  bungalows . 

shops  with  flats  above. 

8  two  bedroom  houses. 


4” Bedroom 

3 -Bedroom 

2- Bedroom 

1-Bedroom 

-ccommodation. 

Accommodation. 

..cc  onimo  da  t  i  0  n . 

A c  c  ommo  da  t i 0 n . 

11. 

158. 

124. 

53. 

The  whole  of  these  dwellings  have 
lavatory  basins  and  domestic  hot  water 

separate  bathrooms 
systems. 

with  fixed  baths  and 

xre-.rar  Housing. 

For  the  information  of  the  Council 
below:- 

details  of  pre-war 

■  housing  are  set  out 

4- Bedroom 

ccommodation. 

3-Bedroom 

2-Bedroom 

Houses. 

Flats. 

accommodation. 

^-ccommodation. 

4. 

227.  x 

12.  jzf 

x  Includes 

1  anor  House,  Bridewell 

Street. 

Includes  "Rose  Cottage"/  xople  Street  and  house  occupied  by  kr. Flatten 
which  had  one  bedroom  converted  into  a  bathroom. 


.£inor  house,  Bridewell  Street,  has  bath  and  lavatory  basin  in  separate 
room  with  domestic  hot  water  system. 

one  3~bedroom  house  has  bath  and  lavatory  basin  in  separate  room  v/ith 

£>as  water  heater. 

One  3*-bedroom  house  has  fixeu  bath  in  bedroom  but  no  hot  water  arrangements. 

one  2-bedroom  house  has  be th  and  lavatory  basin  in  separate  room  with 
domestic  hot  water  system. 
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Eighteen  3”bedroom  houses  have  a  fixed  bath  in  separate  room  with  no 
method  of  water  heating. 

Twenty  four  3“Uedroom  houses  have  a  fixed  bath  in  the  kitchen  with  no 
hot  water  laid  on. 

Total  Housing  .accommodation  in  the  District. 

i*t  the  31st.  December,  1957,  the  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Urban 
District  was  2,015  including  89  dwellings  occupied  in  connection  with  a  business, 
i.e,  shops,  licensed  premises  and  hotels. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  was  591  which  is  equivalent 
to  29.3/.. 

housing  ^ct,  1949. 

G-rants  for  modernising  and  improving  housing  accommodation. 

..ork  v/as  completed  during  the  year  on  improving  and  modernising  11  houses  in 
accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  approved  by  your  Council.  In  each  case 
the  owner  received  a  grant  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
above  ^ct. 

The  total  number  of  houses  improved  under  this  ^.ct  up  to  the  31st.  December, 
1957,  was  41  and  the  total  amount  advanced  by  way  of  grants  was  £8,989.  The 
average  grant  per  dwelling  was  £219. 

Dork  was  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  on  the  improvement  of  a  further  5 
houses  under  the  -.ot. 

Grouped  homes  for  Old  People. 

The  19  bungalows  with  warden's  unit  and  common  roons  provided  in  195&  with 
financial  aid  by  the  County  Council  towards  the  cost  of  welfare  facilities 
continue  to  play  a  major  part  in  the  Council's  programme  of  housing  the  aged. 

The  relationship  prevailing  throughout  the  group  between  the  Council,  warden 
and  tenants  is  of  the  highest  degree. 

The  social  Committee  established  by  the  old  people  resident  on  the  site 
supported  by  other  aged  friends  living  in  the  immediate  locality  has  proved  most 
successful. 

Fro$  regular  events  organised  by  this  Committee  funds  are  raised  to  discharge 
the  cost  of  Christmas  and  -  nniversary  celebrations  and  that  of  a  summer  outing  to 
the  Dast  Coast. 

The  two  small  bedrooms  provided  for  visitors  and  attached  to  the  warden's  . 
unit  have  in  recent  months  been  used  more  frequently  and  it  would  seem  that  these 
facilities  are  proving  of  material  value  to  the  overall  welfare  of  the  scheme. 

The  demand  for  accommodation  of'  this  type  remains  heavy  and  tentative 
proposals  are  being  pursued  to  provide  a  second  group. 

Private  Development. 

-■-he  site  development  works  at  Orchard  ./ay  (the  Council's  scheme  for  providing 
building  plots  for  sale  to  the  public)  were  completed  during  1957*  ^t  the  close 
of  the  year  12  of  the  15  plots  had  been  sold,  plans  for  7  bungalows  had  been 
approved  and  2  bungalows  had  been  completed  and  occupied. 

During  the  year  a  local  builder  submitted  a  scheme  for  the  development  of 
land  in  Bellrope  Lane.  The  scheme  allowed  for  the  erection  of  9  pairs  of  houses 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  services  had  been  extended,  road  constructed  and  3 
pairs  of  houses  were  nearing  completion. 

Demand  for  New  houses. 

The  register  of  applications  for  Council  houses  from  persons  residing  or 
working  in  the  Urban  District  showed  122  live  applications  at  the  31st.  December, 
1957.  The  details  of  these  applications  are  set  out  below  along  with  the 
figures  for  the  previous  3  years  for  comparison. 


Childless  families. 

1954. 

44. 

1955. 

51. 

1956. 

30. 

1957. 

30. 

Families  with  1  child. 

32. 

24. 

19. 

27. 

Families  with  2  or  more  children. 

30. 

33. 

19. 

22. 

Old  people  requiring  bungalows. 

49. 

53. 

39. 

43. 

Totals : 

•155. 

161. 

107. 

122. 

ever crowding. 


Housing  met 

Bedroom 

etanda rd. 

standard. 

Cases  remaining  on  register  31*  12.  56. 

1.' 

(-» 

• 

Cases  reported  1.  1.  57  -  31*  12.  57. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Cases  abated  1.  1.  57  -  31*  12.  57 • 

{a)  By  action  of  Local  .uthority. 

Nil. 

1. 

(b)  Otherwise. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  remaining  31.  12.  57. 

1. 

-df  : 

• — l 

Dirty  ana  Verminous  -  raises. 


Bed  bugs. 

Number 

Number 

of 

of 

fleas. 

Number 

Number 

of 

of 

Dirty  Houses. 

Number 

Number 

of 

of 

visits  of  inspection, 
r o on s  f umi gated. 

visits  of  inspection, 
houses  fumigated. 

visits  of  inspection, 
houses  cleansed. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4. 

1. 


fdnts.  Vans  ana  ohods. 

There  is  no  canping  problem  in  the  Urban  District,  The  few  caravans  in  the 
area  arc  controlled  by  the  issue  of  licences  under  bection  269  of  the  -ublic  Health 
x.ct,  1936; 


.(xtT-jR  oUx  x'LY. 

Town  bupply. 

There  is  a  piped  water  supply  in  the  urban  part  of  the  District  with  pumping 
station  at  ’..icklewood  in  the  Rural  District  of  Forohoe  and  Henstcad.  The 
undertaking  is  owned  by  the  ..ynondham  Urban  district  Council. 

The  work  of  extending  the  mains  through  the  parish  of  Dor ley  (in  the  Forohoe 
and  lionstead  Rural  District) ,  to  bpoonor  Row  and  outon  was  completed  early  in 
1957.  The  first  connections  were  made  in  February.  The  work  include^  the  laying 
of 

1,247  yards  of  6"  diameter  asbestos  cement  pipe; 

5,005  yards  of  4"  " 

3,549  yards  of  3"  "  »  "  "  . 

further  extension  was  to  the  new  private  development  in  Bellrope  Close, 
consisting  of  80  yards  of  3"  diameter  spun  iron  pipes. 

The  total  mileage  of  mains  under  the  control  of  the  Council  is  now  approximately 
20  miles. 

The  result  of  a  chemical  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  taken  at  the  headwork^, 
before  treatment,  is  set  out  on  folio  9. 

•samples  were  taken  from  the  mains  in  various  parts  of  the  distribution  system 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  in  each  case  the  result  was  the  same,  viz:- 

"This  sample  is  satisfactory". 

The  hea^works  comprise  five  12"  boreholes  approximately  300  feet  in  u.epth. 
dach  borehole  is  capable  of  yielding  10,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  normal  averagj 
r^st  level  is  74'  4"  anu  the  pumping  level  (at  8,000  g.p.h. )  69'  8". 

The  reinforced  concrete  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  240,000  gallons  and  the 
top  water  level  is  226  ft.  x^OD. 

The  water  is  softened,  aerated  and  chlorinated.  The  capacity  of  the  "i'ermutit" 
Base  Exchange  .  oftening  ..lent  per  regeneration  allows  for  101,800  gallons  of  raw 
water  with  •  hardness  of  26.2  to  .be  reduced  to  zero  an^  giving  an  output  of 
139,000  gallons  of  blended  water  with  a.  residual  hardness  of  7  • 

The  present  normal  daily  output  of  th^  pumping  station  has  been  in  the  region 
of  247,405  gallons  rising  during  ;eak  demand  periods  to  287,686  gallons.  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  recent  ^xtmisions  of  the  distribution  system  to  Lori cy  and 
dpoon^r  Row. will  ultimately  increase  the  consumption  to  300,000  gallons  per  uay. 


Based  on  the  capacity  of  the  pumps  now  in  use  the  potential  output  of  the 
pumping  station  is  850,000  gallons  per  day.  The  maximum  output  of  blended  water 
with  a  residual  hardness  of  7°  from  the  treatment  plant  is  600,000  gallons  per 
day. 

Chlorination  of  the  water  supply  is  by  an  automatic  gas  type  instrument 
operating  in  phase  with  the  pumps. 

approximately  15,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  year  is  supplied  in  bulk  to 
part  of  the  Forehoe  and  henstead  Rural  district.  In  the  case  of  the  most  recent 
extension  of  the  distribution  system  in  the  Forehoe  and  Hensteau  Rural  District 
an  Order  made  under  Section  113  of  the  Fublic  Health  ~ct,  1936,  extended  the 
Council's  Statutory  Supply  .  rea  by  approximately  950  acres. 


'vVymondham  Urban  District. 

Part  of  Forehoe  &  Henstead  Rural 
District,  (statutory  Supply  i.rea) . 


No.  of  dwelling  houses 

supplied  from  public 

water  mains. 

1,650. 


Estimated 

Population. 


4,950. 


96. 


307. 


Further  extension  of  water  mains. 

( a)  Suton  Street. 

This  matter  was  given  further  consideration  in  December,  1957*  In  response 
to  enquiries  made  of  the  owners  of  20  properties  situated,  with  frontage  to  buton 
Street,  six  of  the  owner/occupiers  stated  they  would  avail  themselves  of  a  piped 
water  supply  should  the  Council  decide  to  lay  a  water  main  in  buton  street.  It 
also  appeared  that  only  two  of  the  twelve  property  owners  who  had  previously 
petitioned  for  a  piped  water  supply  now  required  such  facilities.  Having  regard 
to  the  cost  of  such  work  (£1,250)  and  the  very  limited  demand  the  Council  decided 
to  take  no  further  action  at  the  present  time. 


(b)  Silfielu  Street. 


The  owners  of  28  properties  in  this  locality  were  circularises,  and  10  stated 
their  interest  in  a  piped  water  supply. 

In  view  of'  this  limited  demand  the  Council  decided  to  take  no  further  action 
for  the  time  being  to  extend  the  water  mains  in  this  locality. 


SBDERnGE  x.ND  SE'.u.GE  DISROb.  L. 

The  system  of  sewerage  in  the  Town  is  a  partially  separate  system.  It  was 
originally  intended  that  it  should  be  a  separate  system  but  a  considerable  amount 
of  storm  water  now  finds  its  way  into  the  foul  sewers. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  are  situated  on  the  Dereham  Road  near  the  railway 
(bymondham/Dereham  line).  The  works  were  constructed  in  1933  to  deal  with  an 
average  dry  weather  flow  of  72,000  gallons.  the  plant  is  badly  overloaded,  the 
present  dry  weather  flow  being  in  the  region  of  180,000  gallons  per  day. 

In  December,  1957,  revised  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  scheme  for  improving 
the  Sewage  Disposal  ,<o.rks  amounting  £0  £56,900  together  with  copies  of  Form  K.  29 
had  been  received  from,  the  Consulting  Engineers  for  submission  to  the  Linistry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  sewerage  system  was  extended  during  the  year  under  review  on  the  new 
private  housing  site  in  Bellrope  Close.  The  work  consisted  of  laying  80  yards 
of  6"  diameter  glazed  stone-ware  pipes  with  outfall  to  main  sewer  in  Norwich 
Road.  The  building  of  3  new  manholes  also  formed  part  of  the  scheme. 

There  was  no  serious  trouble  on  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year. 

The  small  sewage  disposal  plant  at  bpooner  Row  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Your  Council  has  no  scheme  in  operation  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools  in 
the  district.  rrangements  are  made  with  the  adjoining  Rural  District  Council 
to  empty  cesspools  when  necessary,  the  owners  of  the  properties  concerned  paying 
the  Rural  District  Council  direct  for  the  service. 


REFUSE  CQLDECTIGN  ,.ND  DI,dxOSi.L. 

Early  in  1957  the  Council  purchased  a  new  "Karrier"  petrol  ^riven  vehicle  on 
a  "Gamecock"  chassis  with  a  capacity  of  12  cubic  yar^s.  This  vehicle  came  into 
use  on  the  1st.  pril,  1957.  Ls  in  previous  years  thm  collection  of  household 
refuse  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  -  2  men  being  engaged  on  this  work. 
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x~s  a  resuxL  of  alum  Clearance  and  conversions  the  number  of  pailciosets 
within  the  scavenging  area  has  been' reduced  by  21  from  114  to  93-  Thirty  five 
of  the  remaining  93  pailciosets  are  in  properties  scheduled  for  slum  clearance 
action  and  31  are  in  properties  where  a  sewer  is  rot  available. 


it  would  appear  that  conversion  by  persuasion  and  informal  action  has  now 
reached  the  stage  wh en  it  is  most  unlikely  that  further  progress  will  be  made. 

It  is  now  25  years  since  piped  water  and  sewerage  were  provided  and  those  owners 
of  property  who  still  lag  behind  must  agree  the  Council  has  been  very  reasonable, 
ihere  a  sewer  is  available  and  where  the  property  is  considered  worth  the  expense 
of  conversion,  pailciosets  should  be  converted  to  waterclosets  and  the  Council 
should  take  the  appropriate  action  under  the  public  health  x.ct  to  this  end. 

The  approximate  number  of  dustbins  erupt ied  weekly  at  the  31st.  December, 

1957,  was  1,447* 


Trade  refuse  is  also  collected  from  a  number  of  business  premises  for  which 
service  the  owners  are  charged  6d.  in  the  £  of  the  rateable  value  of  the 
premises. 


The  scavenging  area  is  as  follows 


Norwich  Roaa  -  as  far  as  the  "Old  wak"  Public  house; 

Brovick  xtoad  -  as  far  as  the  Council  houses; 

Oilfield  Road  -  as  far  as  Colls  Farm; 

London  Road  -  including  the  two  cottages  near  Longfields  house;. 

Cavick  Road  -  as  far  as  Johnson's  Farm,  and 

To  mhe  North  of  the  Town,  Tuttles  Lane  is  roughly  the 

limit  of  collection. 


In  July,  1557-  the  Council  considered  a  second  report  of  the  Rublic  health 
Inspector  on  the  guest ion  of  extending  the  scavenging  scheme  to  the  bpooner  Row/ 
Luton  and  oilfield  localities  ana  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  matter  until  arch, 
1558. 


# 


U.LVRGh. 

The  salvage  of  tins  and  light  metal  from  the  refuse  tip  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  ana  at  the  close  a  total  of  7  tons,  8  cwt .  3  qts.  had  been 
rccoverea  and  sold. 

waste  paper  from  shops,  etc.  realised  a  total  of  1  ton.  9  cwt.  2  qts.  during 
the  same  period. 


INC.  JCTIUN  .IMP  bill  IRVi,  ION  OF  FUOD^ 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  food  premises  of  all  types 
and  improvements  have  beer,  effected  to  some  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 

Number  cf  food  premises  in  the  Urban  Listrict. 


Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  7. 
Grocers  shops.  ...  ...  ...  25- 
Catering  establishments  ...  ...  12. 
iishmengers  shops  ...  ....  ...  5- 
Greengrocers  shops  ...  ...  ...  4. 
licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  23- 
Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3- 


x remdses  rr_ i ste re d  under  bee tion  14  of  the  Food  J  wrues  .^ct ,  1938. 


Manufacture  of  sausages,  etc  ...  ...  7- 

anufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  Nil. 

dale  of  ice-c rearm  ...  ...  ...  22. 


9 


1  ilk  m  Da iries  Regulations. 

Three  dealers  in  the  district  are  licensed  to  sell  "± asteuriseu"  and 
obercuiin  Tested" '  milk. 


One  dealer  from  outside  the  area  has  a  supple,  entary  licence  to  sell 
■'Pasteurised"  and  "T.T."  mill:  and  one  has  a  licence  to  sell  "Pasteurised" 
only. 


Number  of  inspections  of  Food  Premises, 

approximately  180  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises  curing 
the  year. 
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Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  ot c.)  Regulations,  1947-1952. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  district  for  the  manufacture  of 
'  ice-cream. 

Rs  mentioned  earlier  22  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955^1956. 

The  annual  Report  for  1956  showed  that  as  a  result  of  informal  action  12 
fooa  premises  had  been  made  to  comply  with  the  regulations.  During  the  year 
under  review  work  was  done  to  a  further  ID  premises  to  make  them  comply  in  every 
respect  with  the  regulations.  The  shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  which 
made  it  impossible  to  replace  the  .assistant  xublic  Health  Inspector  who  left  the 
employment -of  the  Council  in  i.pril,  1957,  definitely  slowed  up  this  important 
work.; 


Slaughter  Houses  and  Butchers  Chops. 

Two  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  are  licensed  for  slaughtering  for 
home  consumption.  Both  were  licensed  from  1st.  July,  195D,  at  cessation  of 
central  control  by  the  ministry  of  Food.  Ho  regular  slaughtering  has  taken 
place  since  l‘3th.  mpril,  1956. 


Foods  condemned. 

1  tin  pork 

2  tins  corned  beef. 

1  tin  luncheon  meat 
1  tin  salmon 
Bovine  liver 

•till  food  surrendered  was  dispos 


. .  .  ...  D , lbs . 

...  ...  12  lbs. 

...  ...  D  lbs » 

1  "1  T— 

•  •  •  •  2  T  U  i 

•  •  •  •  •  •  1 1  2  Hd  S  * 

d  of  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 


Licensed  Premises. 

i 

Two  public  houses  were  provided  with  new  conveniences  during  the  year. 
FACTORIES. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  factories  in  the  district 
together  with  notices  served  to  remedy  defects  found  in  the  course  of  inspections 
of  the  various  factories. 


Premises. 

- j - 

No.  on  \  Inspections 

Register.  1  Dade. 

Notices 

Served. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power. 

52. 

• 

i — 1 

CM 

D. 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power.1 

ID. 

6. 

- 

Total : 

66. 

27. 

D. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Farticulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Rel 

to  Ii.  H,  I. 

’erred 
by  H.  11. 1. 

uant  of  cleanliness. 

2. 

2. 

- 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient. 

(b)  Unsuitable. 

1. 

1. 

- 

1. 

Other  Offences. 

1. 

1. 

- 

- 

Totals : 

D. 

D. 

- 

1.  ( 
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wOwBNl  CONTROL. 


The  position  with  regard  to  rodent  control  remains  the  same  as  last  year* 

One  of  the  Council's  employees,  a  trained  rodent  operative,  continues  to 
give  part-time  tp  this  service. 

bet  out  below  is  a  copy  of  the  report  made  to  the  .  inis try  of  agriculture 
and  fisheries  on  the  performance  of  the  Council's  functions  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  xests  Ret ,  194-9* 


Type  of  property. 

N  0  n-  a  g  r  icul  t  ur.al. 

(3) 

x.gricult 

“-ural. 

(1) 

L.  i. » 

(2) 

Dwelling- 

Houses. 

(3) 

Business. 

Total  of 
Cols. (l) 
(2>  &(3). 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 

L. A. ' s  District. 

8. 

1,938. 

237* 

2,183. 

71. 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  result  of:- 

(a)  Notification. 

(b)  Survey  under  met. 

(c)  Otherwise. 

3* 

7* 

51. 

1,123* 

300. 

10. 

18. 

32. 

64. 

1,148. 

332. 

6. 

12. 

3.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  under  (2)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 

by:- 

/  \  ,  .  (iiajor 

(a)  kats  )  . 

minor 

\  .  (major 

(b)  lu.ee  )  . 

{ .  .ino.r 

2. 

2. 

4* 

283. 

4. 

4. 

2. 

10. 

289. 

2. 

6. 

4.  Number  of  infested 
properties  under  (3) 

■created  by  the  L.A. 

4." 

. 

CO 

C\i  ! 

• 

0 

r— 1 

301. 

1. 

3.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section 

4  of  the  ».ct. 

6. 

6.  Number  of  "Block"  ' ■ 

control  schemes  carried 
out. 

~ 

23* 

• 

CM 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  bervant, 

K.  F.  HbDbuN, 

m,  A.P,  H.  I. 

f 


i 
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Sueimary  of  ,.ater  Officer^  weekly  Reports  for  the  year  ended  51st. 

Total  gallons  pumped  during  year. . .  ...  ... 

Zero  Softened  ater  ...  ...  ... 

Water  pumped  for  processing  purposes: 

Blending  water 
Rinsing  water  ) 

Washing  water  )  ...  ...  ... 

Prolonged  wash  ) 

Salt  consumed  during  the  year:  152  tons. 


December,  1957. 

90,302,800. 

55,849,000. 

32,474,992. 

1,978,808. 


Consumption : 

Parish  of  Bingham.  ...  . .  . 
Wymondham  alone  consumed  ...  . . . 
average  daily  consumption  of  Kingham  . . . 
average  daily  consumption  of  .ymondham. . 


15,199,240  gallons. 
73,124,  752  " 

41,642 
200,343 


CERTIFICATE  OP  ,Pt.LYo±b 


OP  Wx.TER. 


$ 


Sample  received  from  the  Wymondham  Urban  District  Council. 

Parked:  .*ymonuhaiY  xYfblic  Supply. 

appearance  when  received:  Clear,  trace  whitish  deposit. 

Nature  of  deposit:  Traces  vegetable  matter,  chalk  and  iron  compounds. 
Colour:  Very  faintly  yellow.  Odour:  Nil. 

Reaction:  Faintly  alkaline  pH  7.7  Taste:  Satisfactory. 


RESULTS  OF  CHEDIC;,L  ,44  LYoIS  IN  lY.RTS  PER  PILLION. 


--mmoniacal  nitrogen: 
Nitrite  nitrogen: 
Chlorine  as  chlorides 
Hardness  as  CaC07 : 

Total:  125? 
alkalinity  as  Na^CO  : 


0.01 

practically  nil. 
18. 


320, 


I'lbuminoid  nitrogen:  0.07. 
Nitrate  nitrogen:  Nil. 


Opinion:  This  water  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  the  chemical  analysis 

shows  no  sign  of  pollution.  The  water  has  been  partially  softened, 
the  total  hardness  approximating  to  9  Clark.  In  our  opinion  this 
water  is  fit  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 


i 


